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tor, so the bale agung is the home of the spirits when they visit
their descendants, the symbolical throne of their authority. Like
everything in Bali, the bale agung is divided into " right" and
" left/' with the chiefs and council members classified in the
same manner. They sit on the long shed either at the right or at
the left, on a spot set by their rank. New members act as attend-
ants without a seat, but at the meetings squat on the ground out-
side the shed, until a seat at the end of the club-house is left to
them by the death of a member. They advance progressively with
age, the entire line moving up each time there is a vacant seat,
until they reach the higher places towards the head of the bale
agung. The headmen keep a record of each member's position
in the building, in which the names of the members are written
on the palm-leaf.

Every normal married man who owns a house or a plot of land
in the village territory is compelled to join the village association,
and his refusal would be punished by the denial of every assist-
ance, confiscation of his property, and possibly even exile from
the village. Theoretically all the land in Bali belongs ultimately
to the gods, who lease it to the Balinese to work it and live from
it; consequently landownership in an absolute sense cannot exist
in the Balinese mind. Thus the desa authority, as representative
of these gods, controls the land of the village, the homes, private
and communally cultivated ricefields, grazing-lands, and the
grounds left wild (pet/atu) that provide bamboo, rotan, panda-
mis, wood, and so forth. From the lands adjoining the desa a
worthy member may obtain an agricultural plot or the ground
for his home. If someone has to move to another village and is
justified in leaving, he asks to be released from the association
and has the right to take with him the value of his share of the
village property, but his land and his house return to the desa.
His property is confiscated without compensation, Korn says, if
he leaves the society without explanation.

The headmen of the association, the Hiang desa, rules the vil-
lage in the name of the council. He is usually elected by common